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business and residential ‘‘Citizen of the Year’’
Award Ceremony and the biannual ‘‘Salute of
Merit Award,’’ to recognizing fire, police and
highway patrol service personnel.

Lou has earned a state-wide reputation for
developing a chamber that consistently has
been on the ‘‘cutting-edge’’ of innovation. She
is the editor of a highly acclaimed monthly
newspaper—The Business & Industry News;
the Business & Industry News Directory and a
nationally recognized and awarded Business
Emergency Preparedness Network. She has
also assisted in the development and publica-
tion of the Legislative Action Guide for the
Gateway Chambers Alliance. These publica-
tions keep constituents informed on local and
national business issues.

In addition to her service to our local busi-
ness community, Lou has also provided lead-
ership and inspiration to the youth of Santa Fe
Springs. She has assisted in the implementa-
tion of community Chamber/League commit-
tees and activities that have development
school programs and projects focusing on
drug awareness and career development. She
is a strong supporter of the CHOICES Pro-
gram and the DESTINY FUND, a school Men-
tor program.

Mr. Speaker, this afternoon, members and
leaders of our community gathered to recog-
nize Lou for her 20 years of exemplary service
to the community of Santa Fe Springs. I ask
my colleagues to join me in honoring Lou
Booker’s 20 years of selfless dedication to the
Santa Fe Springs Chamber of Commerce &
Industrial League.
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Mr. SHIMKUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
ask my colleagues to support provisions in our
upcoming campaign finance debate which re-
quire full disclosure of all campaign contribu-
tions and expenditures.

In the past several years, we have too often
seen abuses of the campaign financing sys-
tem, where money is pouring into elections
from foreign and other unknown sources with
little consequence. I find it disturbing that cam-
paigns are sometimes run behind the scenes,
behind the backs of voters, so that the cam-
paign finance process generates fear and dis-
trust among voters, instead of honesty and
openness.

Although the popular opinion polls may
show an indifference or apathy toward cam-
paign finance, I feel that many Americans see
these questionable escapades as an inherent
part of the campaign finance system, and they
feel the situation may never improve.

As a Member of Congress who has no ex-
travagant personal wealth, and no means to
independently finance my own campaign, I be-
lieve in letting the system work. I believe that
candidates young or old, rich or poor, black or
white, can and must continue to be able to
serve their community and country as a Rep-
resentative in Congress. The opportunity to
serve in Congress must not be limited to only
those who have personal wealth, which is the
effect that many of the campaign reform bills
would have on candidates.

In order to preserve this opportunity for fu-
ture Congressional aspirants, I believe we
must focus our campaign finance reform ef-
forts on getting the truth to the American peo-
ple—because that is what they want. And find-
ing the truth means opening up our books, all
of our campaign finance documents, and let-
ting the light shine brightly on who is giving
money to our candidates, who is spending
special interest money on their elections, and
how much they are spending on these races.

Because too often, people inherently fear
that which they do not know. The American
people have been kept in the dark about who
is getting what money, how much is coming in
and from where it comes. Only then will the
people be able to decide who best represents
them.

Congress must support full disclosure of all
campaign related financing, and full publica-
tion of campaign documents, and let the sun
shine in on how candidates finance their cam-
paigns.
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Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Speaker, Thomas Jeffer-
son once said of newspapers: ‘‘The basis of
our government being the opinion of the peo-
ple, the very first object should be to keep that
right; and were it left to me to decide whether
we should have a government without news-
papers, or newspapers without a government,
I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the
latter.’’

Next Thursday, on May 28th, one of the
great papers in the State of Indiana, the South
Bend Tribune, will mark 125 years of continu-
ous publication as a daily newspaper. Since
its inception in 1873, the Tribune has compiled
an outstanding record of professionalism and
public service that continues today. South
Bend, the State of Indiana, and portions of
Michigan are all fortunate to have a news-
paper that sets such a high standard for com-
munity service and journalistic competence.

The Tribune is an exceptional newspaper in
a variety of ways. Allow me to mention a few
examples. First, the Tribune has been recog-
nized on many occasions by local, state, and
national newspaper organizations for its out-
standing coverage and service to its readers.
Year after year the paper wins awards in a
wide variety of categories: from photography,
to deadline reporting, to editorial writing.

Second, the dedicated and devoted staff of
the Tribune produce a newspaper that is con-
sistent in the high quality of its content. Read-
ers all over Indiana have learned that they can
depend on the Tribune to produce an excel-
lent newspaper every day.

Third, the Tribune continues to be devoted
to its community. In an era of cookie-cutter na-
tional newspaper chains that lack local flair or
public concerns, the Tribune remains a locally
owned and managed newspaper that is dedi-
cated to promoting the health and civic dis-
course of its community.

When Joseph Pulitzer retired, he outlined a
standard for newspapers that exemplifies the
history of the Tribune: ‘‘That it will always fight

for progress and reform, never tolerate injus-
tice or corruption, always fight demagogues of
all parties, never belong to any party, always
oppose privileged classes and public plunder-
ers, never lack sympathy with the poor, al-
ways be drastically independent, never be
afraid to attack wrong, whether by predatory
plutocracy or predatory poverty.’’

The residents of the Tribune will mark May
28th with the hope and assurance that the
newspaper will continue to have a similar im-
pact for many years into the future.
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the distinguished service of Rear
Admiral Kendell Pease, who recently retired
from the United States Navy as Chief of Infor-
mation after 34 years of exemplary service.

After a brief period as an enlisted man and
four years at the Naval Academy, Admiral
Pease joined the fleet as a public affairs offi-
cer in 1968. He served his country in Vietnam,
with subsequent assignments in Naples, Italy;
Charleston, South Carolina; Washington, DC;
and Norfolk, Virginia. He was public affairs of-
ficer at the Naval Academy, served on the
staff of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for
Public Affairs at the Pentagon, and was also
public affairs officer at the Bureau of Naval
Personnel.

It was at the Navy Office of Information in
the Pentagon where Rear Admiral Pease real-
ly made his mark as a spokesman for Navy-
wide operations and policy. He served in the
Office of Information three different times, the
final time in his position as Chief of Informa-
tion, where he was the principal public affairs
advisor to and spokesman for both the Sec-
retary of the Navy and the Chief of Naval Op-
erations for nearly six years, the longest term
ever held by a Chief of Information. Admiral
Pease’s tenure spanned some of the most
dramatic changes the sea service has experi-
enced in more than 200 years. He saw the
aftermath of Tailhook and the integration of
women into combat roles in the Navy; he saw
the challenges of personnel drawdowns follow-
ing the collapse of the Iron Curtain; he helped
the Navy mold and then iterate a drastic
change in mission philosophy, from a blue
water fighting force designed to counter the
Soviet threat to a brown water force capable
of fighting in the littorals and projecting power
from the sea. He was always engaged with
the media, discussing necessary new acquisi-
tion programs like the F/A–18E/F Super Hor-
net; the Seawolf and the New Attack Sub-
marines; the next generation aircraft carrier
CVX and CVN–77, the transition ship to CVX;
and DD21, the Navy’s land attack destroyer
for the 21st century. Over and over and over
again, Rear Admiral Pease communicated the
Navy’s role of Forward Presence—operating
ships, submarines and aircraft anywhere in the
world, unencumbered by host country sen-
sitivities.

Admiral Pease was the Navy’s chief spokes-
man during numerous naval deployments to
protect American interests in global hotspots
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like the Persian Gulf, Taiwan Straits, Somalia,
and the Adriatic Sea off Bosnia. And on occa-
sion, when force was the final resort as we
have seen several times in the past few years
in Iraq and Bosnia, Rear Admiral Pease was
there, telling the story of the heroic American
Sailor and his or her efforts in the face of ad-
versity. Admiral Pease placed particular em-
phasis on the Sailor, because he realized that
they were the backbone of the fleet—the inge-
nuity of the individual American Sailor is what
make our Navy the greatest one in the world.

Rear Admiral Pease was a master of pre-
senting the Navy’s role in world events to the
American public. He personally mentored hun-
dreds of junior officers who were members of
the Navy public affairs community; he was de-
manding, but mostly of himself, often arriving
at the Pentagon before six a.m. and routinely
working until nine or ten at night. His untiring
commitment led to a remarkable increase in
America’s understanding of the Navy and its
people. He clearly played a significant role in
the shaping of public opinion and the future of
the sea service.

Admiral Pease was an innovative commu-
nicator. He was at the forefront of promoting
digital photography to tell a story half a world
away; he also used video teleconferencing at
sea and the internet to carry the Navy’s mes-
sage. And his tenure as the Chief of Informa-
tion saw incredible evolution not only in the
way the Navy communicates with the public,
but also with Sailors. He refined the Navy’s in-
ternal publications, reorganized and enhanced
the Navy’s weekly news program ‘‘Navy and
Marine Corps News’’, and pioneered Direct to
Sailor television aboard ships at sea—satellite
technology destined to bring live television
programming to all Navy ships in the next dec-
ade.

Perhaps most of all, Rear Admiral Pease
was valued not only for his ability as a com-
municator, but more importantly as a strategic,
big picture thinker, advisor and the voice of
reason. He served three Secretaries of the
Navy and three Chiefs of Naval Operations
during his six years as the Chief of Informa-
tion. A man of unparalleled vision, his opinion
weighed significantly more than the two stars
he wore on his collar would indicate. He is a
man who served his country loyally and truly
epitomizes the Navy core values of honor,
courage and commitment.

I know the Members join me in this tribute
to Rear Admiral Kendell Pease, who has truly
given his all to the United States Navy for the
last 34 years.
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Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. Speaker, one of my
greatest pleasures in serving in this Congress
is the opportunity to recognize outstanding
people for their accomplishments. Former
Councilwoman Joan Griffin McCabe, Captain
James L. Luongo, and Edmundo Quinones
are people who have dedicated their lives to
the public good. In recognition of their service,
they will be receiving the Revitalization of the
Southern Area of the Slope community service
awards this Thursday evening.

Former Councilwoman Joan Griffin McCabe
has distinguished herself through her lifelong
career as an education activist. Starting in
1991, Ms. McCabe spent six years as the rep-
resentative of the 38th District in the New York
City Council. During her two terms, Ms.
McCabe produced many tangible benefits for
the community, including protection of the en-
vironmental integrity of the Brooklyn Water-
front and $120 million dollars from the city
government for school textbooks. Her work on
behalf of students in New York city has
earned her wide recognition.

Captain James L. Luongo has earned rec-
ognition as a result of his nearly twenty years
of service in the NYC Police Department. Cap-
tain Luongo is the commanding officer of the
78th Precinct and a member of the Honor Le-
gion. He has previous experience in Patrol,
Narcotics, and Detective work. Captain
Luongo’s work in the NYC has made the city
a safer place in which to live.

Edmundo Quinones is the Deputy Director
of Social Services at Project Reach Youth in
Park Slope. Mr. Quinones has spent his life
work for the public good with children and
families. He has worked for a myriad of goals,
leading support groups for parents and teens,
organizing parent advocacy groups for school
reform, and helping teen parents and run-
aways. Edmundo Quinones has earned this
recognition as the result of his lifetime of serv-
ice to the families of Park Slope.

I hope that all of my colleagues will join me
today in honoring these three, their lives spent
working for the public weal are an inspiration
to us all.
f
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Mr. KENNEDY of Rhode Island. Mr. Speak-
er, I want to take this opportunity to praise the
hard work of those who organized the Ports-
mouth Middle School Annual Field Trip to
Washington, DC. Every year a group of stu-
dents from the school are taken to the Capitol
to have a tour. A number of people put a great
deal of time and effort into organizing this trip.
In fact these same dedicated individuals have
been making this trip for over twenty years. I
would like to acknowledge these people for
the work they have done. Richard Munch,
Beverly Tavares, Paul Fuller, Andrew
Schlachter, Harold Weymouth, Beverly
Mankofsky, Jackie Shearman, Heather Baker.
Without their constant help and support the
trip would not take place.

The trip enables young students to see the
Capitol up close and they learn a great deal
of how the government works. It is important
that our young people get to see for them-
selves the legislative process. The get a tour
of the Capitol which goes through all aspects
of the legislature. They are able to learn the
procedures of Congress and they get a taste
of how the process functions. This is a very
educational tour as these students are able to
hear the history of the nation and the capital.
They go to Congressional offices, are shown
through the Capitol and see the House in ac-
tion.

I believe that it is an important aspect of our
democracy that people can come and see the
political process themselves. Many members
of the populace never get a chance to do this.
Often the legislative process seems far re-
moved from the average persons everyday
life. It is often seen as a process that they
cannot have any part in. We need to educate
people in what we do. to show them that we
are here to serve them and that we are an-
swerable to them. This is how our democracy
works and young people should be aware of
these principles.

The Capitol tour gives a taste of the history
of the United States. I believe that these
young people need to learn about their history
and the work that our great leaders have put
into creating the nation we have today. It is
the people that I mentioned above from Ports-
mouth Middle School who make this trip pos-
sible. They have over the years acted beyond
the call of duty to make these trips work. I
would like to acknowledge their efforts and
note that I appreciate the work they do to
show a new generation of young people our
democratic process.
f
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Mr. ROGAN. Mr. Speaker, the truest test of
a company’s service is the satisfaction of its
customers. As a testament to its high level of
customer commitment, one company in my
district has been recognized recently for rising
to the top in the Internet Service Provider mar-
ket: the Earthlink Network.

In mid-1994, an enterprising young busi-
nessman, Sky Dayton, founded a local Inter-
net access provider to take advantage of a
void where larger national companies had
lapsed. Mr. Dayton quickly capitalized on his
local niche, and fostered the development of
Earthlink Network into what is today the
world’s largest independent Internet access
firm.

While achieving success was by no means
a smooth journey, word of Earthlink’s dedica-
tion to service quickly spread, winning them
accolades from newspapers and magazines
across the country. Among their achievements
in the professional realm, none is more signifi-
cant than the news last month that the
Earthlink Network had surpassed the 500,000-
customer mark.

By ensuring that its services were oper-
ational over 99 percent of the time, and by
providing consistent quality customer service,
Earthlink Network is demonstrating that true
entrepreneurial spirit thrives in the 27th Con-
gressional District. One man’s idea for a new
start-up business has steadily grown into a
trendsetter in the industry. Just last year, the
Los Angeles Times reported: ‘‘[Earthlink] has
combined good marketing, good service, good
capital-raising ability and good attention to
strategic detail to grow from nothing to almost
400,000 subscribers in just three years.’’

Mr. Speaker, I echo these same sentiments.
In just a few years the Internet has grown
from the brainchild of a few computer experts
to the modus operandi of school children,
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